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MEMO TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE:  May 15, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION: RATIFY KING COUNTY COUNTYWIDE 

PLANNING POLICIES AND REQUEST THE PUGET SOUND 
REGIONAL COUNCIL TO DESIGNATE REDMOND OVERLAKE 
AS A REGIONAL GROWTH CENTER  

 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 

By motion adopt a resolution (Attachment A) ratifying the King County Countywide 
Planning Policies (CPPs) and requesting Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) to 
designate Redmond Overlake as a Regional Growth Center.  
 

II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 Rob Odle, Director, Planning and Community Development, 425-556-2417 
 Lori Peckol, Policy Planning Manager, 425-556-2411 
 Jayme Jonas, Assistant Planner, 425-556-2496 

 
III. DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND  

City Council adopted a Comprehensive Plan amendment on March 7, 2006 to designate 
Overlake as an Urban Center.  Since then, on September 20, 2006 the King County 
Growth Management Planning Council recommended the Urban Center designation for 
Overlake, and on April 9, 2007, the King County Council approved a motion to designate 
Overlake as an Urban Center in the CPPs.  A 90-day ratification period follows this CPP 
amendment and ends July 9, 2007. 
 
In addition to ratifying the CPPs, the final step in officially designating Overlake as an 
Urban Center is to request the PSRC to designate the area as a Regional Growth Center in 
VISION 2020.  Concurrent with the 90-day ratification process for the CPPs, the 
Redmond City Council may request that PSRC consider such a designation.  Formal 
action by the City Council on this request is one of four requirements a proposed center 
must meet in order to be eligible for consideration by PSRC; the other three 
requirements, which Overlake meets, include: 
 

• Location within an urban growth area; 
• Recognition as a center in the CPPs; and, 
• Designation as a center in the Comprehensive Plan. 
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An introduction of this designation request is anticipated at the PSRC Growth 
Management Policy Board’s (GMPB) June 14 meeting and Policy Board 
recommendation at the July 12 meeting.  Final action by the PSRC Executive Board is 
targeted for July 26. 
 

IV. IMPACT  
Service Delivery and Fiscal Impact:  The proposed resolution would not result in any 
changes to service delivery needs or fiscal impacts.  A minimal amount of staff time will 
be required to prepare the PSRC Regional Growth Center application and to attend up to 
three Regional Council GMPB and Executive Board meetings. 
 
The proposed resolution could lead to action by the PSRC that ultimately could increase 
Overlake’s competitiveness for transportation funds and infrastructure commitments.   
 

V. ALTERNATIVES 
A.  Adopt the proposed resolution, as recommended by staff.  The proposed 

resolution directly supports Redmond’s designation of Overlake as an Urban Center 
in the Comprehensive Plan by ratifying the CPPs and carrying it forward through the 
regional designation process.  This designation reflects Redmond’s existing vision, 
policies and zoning for Overlake.  

 
B.  Reject the proposed resolution.  Rejection of the proposed resolution would stop the 

regional designation process for Overlake as an Urban Center.  In addition, rejection 
of the proposed resolution could adversely impact Redmond’s potential to achieve the 
type of mixed use neighborhood desired in this area and could also result in loss of 
funding potential for transportation improvements. 

 
VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 

A delay in City Council action would likely prevent Redmond from submitting a 
designation application to the PSRC in time for initial consideration by the GMPB in June. 

 
VII. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Resolution Ratifying King County CPPs and Requesting PSRC Regional 
Growth Center Designation 

 Exhibit A: King County Ordinance 15709 
 
/s/  5/1/07  
Robert G. Odle, Planning Director  Date 
 
 
Approved for Council Agenda: /s/  5/3/07  
  Rosemarie Ives, Mayor  Date 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
REDMOND, WASHINGTON, RATIFYING THE KING 
COUNTY COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES AND 
REQUESTING THE PUGET SOUND REGIONAL COUNCIL 
TO DESIGNATE REDMOND OVERLAKE AS A REGIONAL 
GROWTH CENTER. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Redmond’s adopted vision for the proposed Overlake 

Urban Center is for a place that is not only a focus for high technology and other employment, 

but also an attractive location to live, shop, and recreate; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Redmond’s 1999 update of the Overlake Neighborhood 

Plan established the policies, zoning, and development standards to implement this vision and to 

encourage residential and mixed use development, particularly in Overlake’s Shopping and 

Mixed-Use area; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Redmond is currently undergoing a planning process to 

update and refine the Overlake Neighborhood Plan, including identifying implementation 

measures that can be taken in the short- and long-term to achieve the vision for the area; and 

 WHEREAS, on March 7, 2006, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2282 

amending the Comprehensive Plan to designate Overlake as an Urban Center; and 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 2006, the King County Growth Management 

Planning Council recommended designation of Overlake as an Urban Center; and  

 WHEREAS, on  April 9, 2007, the King County Council approved a motion to 

designate Overlake as an Urban Center in the Countywide Planning Policies and this amendment 

is now undergoing a 90-day ratification process; and 



 

 

 WHEREAS, ratification of amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies 

require approval by at least 30% of the jurisdictions representing at least 70% of the population 

of King County, within 90 days of adoption of the King County Council; and 

 WHEREAS, the proposed Overlake Urban Center meets Puget Sound Regional 

Council criteria for Regional Growth Centers; and 

 WHEREAS, the final step in the regional designation process of Overlake as an 

Urban Center is to request action by the Puget Sound Regional Council; and 

 WHEREAS, Puget Sound Regional Council’s designation of a portion of 

Overlake as a Regional Growth Center is an important step towards achieving the adopted vision 

for this area; NOW, THEREFORE, 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDMOND, WASHINGTON, 

HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  The City Council of the City of Redmond, Washington, hereby ratifies 

the Amendments to the King County 2012 Countywide Planning Policies.  A copy of said 

amendments denominated as Exhibit “A” is attached hereto and made a part hereof as though set 

forth in full herein.  Exhibit “A” is comprised of King County Ordinance 15709. 

 Section 2.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to submit Redmond Overlake’s Urban 

Center designation request to the Puget Sound Regional Council for review and approval. 

 RESOLVED this 15th day of May 2007. 

 

    CITY OF REDMOND 

 

ROSEMARIE IVES, MAYOR 



 

 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

 

MALISA FILES, CITY CLERK 

FILED WITH THE CLERK: 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
SIGNED BY THE MAYOR: 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
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